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Early Years (2004-2007)

• Initial Hosts

• LSC-groups: 

• Glasgow, Hannover, ANU, UWA

• Students from LSC-Institutions                     
(2-5 students/year)

• UF, Trinity College, Embry-Riddle, San Jose 
State University, Simmons College, CSU 
Dominguez Hills, ...

• Students who participated in UF's national 
REU, and CIT/LIGO SURF Program



Last Years (2008-2009)
• Additional Hosts 

• VIRGO groups (through NSF/INFN 
agreement): Cascina, Sannio, Rome, 
Napoli, Benevento, ...

• NAOJ, Cardiff, Birmingham, Paris, ... 

• Students from all over the US (2008: 12, 
2009: 15 students)

• Very diverse background (ranging from 
Princeton to New College in Florida) 

• Still prefer students from small LSC 
institutions



What we do

• Solicit applications from undergraduates

• Assemble projects from hosts worldwide

• Coordinate students with projects and hosts

• Send them to foreign labs for two months

• Provide them with stipend, travel & housing

• Brief and debrief them in Gainesville, FL



What you can do
• Identify suitable undergraduates (In the Fall)

• US residents, studying in US

• under-represented minorities

• limited access to research opportunities

• demonstrated lab experience

• Encourage (and support) them to apply

Best before Xmas! (Earlier than other REUs)

• Send to http://www.phys.ufl.edu/ireu

http://www.phys.ufl.edu/ireu


What hosts do
• Offer u-grad projects for selection by September

• Provide students with prior reading material 
(starting ~February)

• Help to identify and select housing

• Host and mentor students during visit -2 mo

• Provide supportive environment & facilities

• Monitor progress, provide us with feedback          
(and I apologize for the questionnaires, but after 
all NSF is the federal government ...)



Highlights
• 2007-Students (5 students total)

• Danielle Wuchenich is now a graduate student 
at ANU!

• Lucienne Merrill did additional GW research at 
Gingin in Fall 08 and is now a graduate student 
at UWA!

• Luis Peron (Undergrad from Puerto Rico) is now 
a graduate student at UF

• Early feedback from 2008-Students

• Aaron Spector (UF undergrad) will join UF grad 
program and plans to finish with a masters and 
then move to AEI












